
True North, an all acoustic gospel band, will be performing at _____(location)_______, on _____(date)_____ at ____(time)______.  

True North is not your average gospel band.  The sound the band has labeled “acoustic gospel” is a blend of acoustic guitar, mandolin, upright bass, fiddle, banjo, and the occasional penny whistle.  The instrumentation along with tight vocal harmonies blends creatively to orchestrate a variety of styles from traditional bluegrass, to a cappella, to more contemporary gospel.  

Over the past twelve years the band has grown from a trio performing special music numbers at church to a full seven member band that has performed concerts throughout Wisconsin and northern Illinois.  True North has been featured on the Christian television station 3ABN, and makes regular appearances at Cup O’ Joy coffee house in Green Bay.  Other annual engagements include the Buffalo River Valley Gospel Bluegrass Festival in Mondovi and Seaquist Orchards Pumpkin Patch Festival in Door County.  They currently have three recording projects available:  “Come To The River”, “Singin’ On Down The Track”, and “When I Touched Jesus”.  

In the early years of band expansion it became apparent that “Fall River Trio” no longer described the band.  After not much discussion the name True North was selected.  Carleen Gustrowsky, one of the founding members of the band, noted that the Bible refers to the throne of God as being on the “sides of the North.”  They also found it amusing that while they play a style of music often associated with the southern part of the country, all the members are born northerners.

While a music ministry was not part of the original vision for the band, they have felt compelled to take their music to any place people will listen.  This has included several prisons, and prison ministry has become a growing part of their schedule.  “Some of our favorite venues to perform in over the years have been the prisons,” says Kari Stauffer, rhythm guitarist.  “When you are in prison, whether as a visitor or an inmate, you suddenly realize how inadequate your own efforts are, and how much you need a Savior.  It is as much a blessing to us as I hope it is to the inmates to spend a couple hours singing together and encouraging them in their walk with the Lord.”  

Music samples and a schedule of upcoming performances can be found on True North’s website www.truenorthgospel.com.  

The band members come from a variety of locations and professions:

Carleen Gustrowsky plays bass and arranges and writes out harmonies for the music.  She is a medical transcriptionist and a born Minnesotan.  She and her husband Howard Gustrowsky make their home on 7 acres, the “Heavenly Seven”, just outside of Columbus Wisconsin.  Howard plays mandolin and occasional guitar and bouzouki, and also sings.  Howard is a native of Pardeeville, Wisconsin.  He is co-owner of Capital Builders, a custom home builder in Madison.

Kate Krause is the band’s violinist and an accompanying vocalist.  She spends her days teaching violin lessons, working as a church secretary, and home-schooling the youngest of her four children.  Kate has an interest in natural and organic foods and knows how to assemble them in irresistible ways.  She and her husband Ken are expanding their gardening horizons in their yard in Madison, Wisconsin.

Mike Minier has been the bass vocalist since he joined the band in 1999.  He has lived and worked in several states across the country, and has now settled down on 30 acres in Oxford, Wisconsin with his wife Judy.  Mike and Judy often have their house full of grandchildren, and enjoy sharing their love for nature with all who come to visit.

Mark Stauffer is the lead guitarist and often lead vocalist.  He works as a painter for Howard during the day and as a fix-it man on his old farm house in the evenings.  He and his wife Kari live on a 10 acre farmette outside of Westfield, Wisconsin.  Kari Stauffer can be seen playing her “Running Horse Taylor” guitar as well as the penny whistle and occasionally the fiddle.  She enjoys tending to her animal family of two horses, three dogs and three cats when she is not working to earn money to feed them all.  

Carroll Wheeler plays banjo for the band, and many other instruments if you ask.  Carroll is an airline pilot with an amazing array of stories to tell.  He and his wife Carol live in Sheboygan with their three well-traveled children.  The Wheeler family could be a band in their own right as you will find their living room stocked with a piano, cello, saxophone, flute, and hammered dulcimer just to name a few of the instruments they play.  Carol is a registered nurse and delights in creating festive, themed events in their home for friends and family.


